A HISTORY OF POLAND
and find itself reduced to zero, and abolished from the
face of the world. I speak these words from the fullness
of my heart and on behest of friendship and conviction
alone, having the honour at this moment to bid you and
your republic a very long farewell. Good morning for
the last time!"
In the reign of this king the principle of the Liberum
veto was stretched so far that in 1652 one member dis-
solved the Diet by his voluntary withdrawal. The local
Diets began to elect their deputies with instructions that
they should explode the Diet if certain local demands
were not met. Later, in the reigns of the Saxon kings,
Augustus II. and IIL, Diets were exploded by members
in die pay of foreign governments. Between 1695 and
1762 no less than twelve Diets were dissolved before
even the Marshal had been elected to preside over their
deliberations. Such were the effects of the constitu-
tional procedure so jealously guarded by the Polish
nobility.
A time came when other Powers forced the prince of
their choice upon the Poles by force of arms, and drove
the ruler actually elected by the Poles into exile and the
fear of death. And this was but the prelude to the ex-
tinction of the kingdom. Until the dismemberment had
actually begun, the szlachta still clung tenaciously to their
right of impeding all public business, and of playing
traitor to the State without incurring any legal punish-
ment. In such a country the administration of justice
was necessarily a farce. Personal administration by the
king ended in the reign of Stephen Batory. The Courts
of the Starostas were notoriously ill-conducted. " As
disorderly as a law court" was and is still a proverbial
saying in Poland. Corruption and other forms of
venality prevailed; the people had no faith in their
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